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Santabarbara fears planned run for Assembly got him fired from job

By Justin Mason 

February 22, 2012

SCHENECTADY COUNTY — Angelo Santabarbara’s valentine from the Chazen Company came in the form of a pink slip.

The Schenectady County legislator was abruptly dismissed from his job as a senior project manager and civil engineer at the Troy-based firm on Valentine’s Day last week, less than a day after he informed them in writing of his intentions to run for state Assembly this fall.

“I didn’t see this coming at all,” he said Tuesday, a week after he lost his job. “I was at a loss.”

Santabarbara, who worked at the company for nearly six years, wasn’t clear whether he was laid off from his position or fired. He said both David Ardman, Chazen’s senior director of business development, and Daniel Stone, the company’s president, indicated that his intended candidacy was a deciding factor in their decision.

But Chazen’s human resource manager apparently told Santabarbara that he was being let go as part of a restructuring effort. He said she later indicated that he was the only person to lose his job as part of the change.

“I asked if it was just me they were eliminating — just the one position — and they answered yes,” he said.

Santabarbara had worked at Chazen for roughly a year before receiving the Republican nomination for county Legislature in June 2007. He handily won the seat and was part of the Legislature’s minority until joining the majority Democrats halfway through his four-year term.

In 2010, Santabarbara ran and lost against incumbent Assemblyman George Amedore, a Republican. He was re-elected to the Schenectady County Legislature’s District 4 seat in November 2011.

Santabarbara said he received a positive employee evaluation and a raise in late December 2010. He said the company never previously indicated that his political activities were posing an issue with his job.

“I hadn’t heard anything until now,” he said.

State labor law allows companies to fire employees without cause, provided their termination doesn’t violate a contract or collective bargaining agreement. There are some exceptions to the statute, including the firing of a worker for political activities outside of work.

As a company, Chazen has given money to both Republicans and Democrats over the past two years, according to filings on record with the state Board of Elections. Likewise, Ardman and Stone have personally given to candidates or committees from both parties.

Stone was traveling out of the country and couldn’t be reached for comment. Ardman refused to discuss the matter during an abbreviated phone conversation Tuesday.

“I’m not going to discuss any personnel issues with you,” he said before hanging up.

Politics intersected with Santabarbara’s job during his 2010 run to represent the 105th Assembly District. With just weeks remaining before the election, he accused Amedore, R-Rotterdam, of warning a Chazen executive that Santabarbara’s challenge would have a negative effect on the company’s relationship with Amedore Homes, one of the region’s premiere builders.

Santabarbara said the exchange between Amedore and the executive occurred during a mixer before he announced his candidacy for the seat, which represents all of Montgomery County and part of Schenectady County. He later produced a garbled recording of a conversation he had with Amedore, in which the assemblyman purportedly acknowledged his statements to the Chazen executive.

Santabarbara also blamed Amedore for playing a similar role in the termination of former Schenectady City Councilman Marc Blanchfield from his law firm after he announced he would run against the assemblyman in 2008. The marketing director at Hiscock & Barclay of Albany, where the former candidate worked, later indicated Blanchfield was terminated for seeking outside employment without permission from the company.

Amedore rejected Santabarbara’s accusations and blamed him for wrongly characterizing their exchange in an attempt to gain political momentum. Santabarbara ultimately lost the election by a wide margin.

Amedore is now expected to run for a new state Senate seat proposed as part of the Legislature’s redistricting effort. Earlier this month, he established a fundraising arm to raise money for a run at the new seat, which many consider to be tailor-made for him.

Party leaders are already banking on an Assembly vacancy created by Amedore’s political aspirations. Republicans are rumored to be considering Rotterdam lawyer Joe Villano or former Amsterdam Mayor Joseph Emanuele III for the seat, while Democrats appear to be courting Santabarbara.

“He’d be a very strong candidate,” said Brian Quail, chairman of the Schenectady County Democratic Committee.

Santabarbara said losing his job hasn’t deterred him from seeking the Assembly seat. He said he’s been encouraged by party leaders and is confident he’ll be able to secure the Democratic nomination.

“My intention is to run for office and seek the nomination for a second run at the Assembly seat,” he said.
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